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STATE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, 
gathering information, learning new procedures. 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 

 
READING 

 
1-A:  Demonstrate left to right 
progression while reading; shared and 
individual. 
 

  
Big Books 
Modern Curriculum Press 

 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing wit peers, using context clues. 

 
READING 

 
1-B:  Demonstrate decoding skills and 
phonetic skills to include:  word families; 
short vowel sounds; consonants; blends. 
 

  
Basal 
Phonemic Awareness Book 
(Cunningham) 
 

 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, 
gathering information, learning new procedures. 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 
3:6-TLW recognize that creators of text make 
choices when constructing text to convey 
meaning and express feelings to an audience, 
such as:  word selection, sentence length, use of 
illustration. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss similarities of plot 
and character in literature, and texts from 
around the world. 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-C:  Demonstrate understanding of 
“book structure”, such as:  identify 
author/illustrator; determine whether text 
is fiction and non-fiction. 
 

  
Basal 
Other teacher-selected books 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can 
be used to convey ideas and perspectives, such 
as:  character, setting and problem in poetry, 
drama, and folktales. 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically such as:  
dialogue, organization, characterizations, conflict, 
organization, diction, color and shape. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which 
they are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, 
gathering information, learning new procedures. 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
 

 
READING 

 
1-D:  Construct meaning from text using 
various strategies, such as:  generating 
questions; retelling; predicting; context 
clues; picture cues; including retelling with 
beginning, middle, and end. 
 

  
Basal 
Teacher Resource 



              LANGUAGE ARTS   First Grade 
 

Imlay City Community Schools  3 
Revised December 2004 

 
STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing with peers, using context clues. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  prior knowledge, context, 
other people, dictionaries, pictures, electronic 
sources. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can 
be used to convey ideas and perspectives, such 
as:  character, setting and problem in poetry, 
drama, and folktales. 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically such as:  
dialogue, organization, characterizations, conflict, 
organization, diction, color and shape. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which 
they are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, 
gathering information, learning new procedures. 

 
READING 

 
1-E:  Develop fluency in reading a variety 
of texts. (Informational: simple how-to, 
science and social studies magazines. 

  
Basal 
Journal 
Self-selected library books,     
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:4-TLW construct meaning of unfamiliar terms, 
using: phonemic awareness, picture cues, other 
word recognition aids, letter-sound associations, 
context clues. 
1:5-TLW respond to the ideas and feelings 
generated by text, and share with peers. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing with peers, using context clues. 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  prior knowledge, context, 
other people, dictionaries, pictures, electronic 
sources. 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for 
different purposes and audiences.  Examples 
include:  portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
 

Narrative: realistic fiction, fantasy, folk 
tales.) 
 

supplemental books 
Fiction 
Folk tales 
Fantasy 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can 
be used to convey ideas and perspectives, such 
as:  character, setting and problem in poetry, 
drama, and folktales. 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically such as:  
dialogue, organization, characterizations, conflict, 
organization, diction, color and shape. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
9:2-TLW identify and categorize key ideas 
concepts, and perspectives found in texts, such 
as:  theme/moral, author’s purpose. 
10:1-TLW make connections between key ideas 
in literature and other texts in relation to issues 
in their own lives. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which 
they are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own 
and others’ texts and make text choices based 
on these qualities. 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing with peers, using context clues. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss similarities of plot 
and character in literature, and texts from 
around the world. 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW explain how characters in literature 
and other texts express attitudes about one 
another. 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can 
be used to convey ideas and perspectives, such 
as:  character, setting and problem in poetry, 
drama, and folktales. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically such as:  
dialogue, organization, characterizations, conflict, 
organization, diction, color and shape. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
 

 
READING 

 
1-F:  Identify story elements from a 
teacher-read story, to include:  setting; 
character; plot. 
 

  
Basal 
Language Arts Manual (appendix) 
Story Web/Mapping 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
9:2-TLW identify and categorize key ideas 
concepts, and perspectives found in texts, such 
as:  theme/moral, author’s purpose. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 
 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing with peers, using context clues. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
 

 
READING 

 
1-G:  Demonstrate use of graphic 
organizers, such as:  story map/frame; 
Venn diagram; semantic web. 
 

  
Basal 
Language Arts Appendix (student) 

 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, 
gathering information, learning new procedures. 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as: stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:5-TLW respond to the ideas and feelings 
generated by text, and share with peers.  
 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-H:  Listen and respond to teacher-read 
class book. 
 

  
Big Book 
Info Books 
Good literature books 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing with peers, using context clues. 
3:6-TLW recognize that creators of text make 
choices when constructing text to convey 
meaning and express feelings to an audience, 
such as:  word selection, sentence length, use of 
illustration. 
3:7-TLW respond to the ideas or feelings 
generated by texts and listen to the responses of 
others. 
4:1-TLW demonstrate awareness of language 
patterns in a variety of contexts.  Examples 
include:  home, playground, classroom, 
storybooks. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, 
playground games, daily conversations. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss similarities of plot 
and character in literature, and texts from 
around the world. 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
5:5-TLW explain how characters in literature 
and other texts express attitudes about one 
another. 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for 
different purposes and audiences.  Examples 
include:  portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can 
be used to convey ideas and perspectives, such 
as:  character, setting and problem in poetry, 
drama, and folktales. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically such as:  
dialogue, organization, characterizations, conflict, 
organization, diction, color and shape. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
9:2-TLW identify and categorize key ideas 
concepts, and perspectives found in texts, such 
as:  theme/moral, author’s purpose. 
9:3-TLW draw conclusions based on their 
understanding of differing views presented in 
text. 
10:1-TLW make connections between key ideas 
in literature and other texts in relation to issues 
in their own lives. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or 
group can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which 
they are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own 
texts that help them communicate effectively. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own 
and others’ texts and make text choices based 
on these qualities. 
 
 
1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, 
gathering information, learning new procedures. 
1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as: stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
1:5-TLW respond to the ideas and feelings 
generated by text, and share with peers.  
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
 
 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-I:  Self-select books to read, maintain a 
written response log. 
 

  
D.E.A.R. time 
Library 
Supplementary program 
Time For Kids 
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CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing with peers, using context clues. 
3:7-TLW respond to the ideas or feelings 
generated by texts and listen to the responses of 
others. 
4:1-TLW demonstrate awareness of language 
patterns in a variety of contexts.  Examples 
include:  home, playground, classroom, 
storybooks. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, 
playground games, daily conversations. 
5:1-TLW select, read, listen to, view and 
respond thoughtfully to quality texts. 
5:2-TLW describe and discuss similarities of plot 
and character in literature, and texts from 
around the world. 
5:3-TLW describe how characters in literature 
and other texts represent members of several 
different communities. 
5:4-TLW recognize the representation of various 
cultures as well as our common heritage in 
literature and other texts. 
5:5-TLW explain how characters in literature 
and other texts express attitudes about one 
another. 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for 
different purposes and audiences.  Examples 
include:  portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
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ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 
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8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can 
be used to convey ideas and perspectives, such 
as:  character, setting and problem in poetry, 
drama, and folktales. 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
8:4-TLW identify and use aspects of the craft of 
the speaker, writer and illustrator to formulate 
and express their ideas artistically such as:  
dialogue, organization, characterizations, conflict, 
organization, diction, color and shape. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
9:2-TLW identify and categorize key ideas 
concepts, and perspectives found in texts, such 
as:  theme/moral, author’s purpose. 
9:3-TLW draw conclusions based on their 
understanding of differing views presented in 
text. 
10:1-TLW make connections between key ideas 
in literature and other texts in relation to issues 
in their own lives. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which 
they are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own 
texts that help them communicate effectively. 
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STATE BENCHMARKS 

 

 
CORE TOPICS 

 
DISTRICT BENCHMARKS 

 

 
SUGGESTED 

ASSESSMENT 

 
POSSIBLE 

RESOURCES 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own 
and others’ texts and make text choices based 
on these qualities. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual and shared standards, 
reflecting on the merit of each selection. 
 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:3-TLW begin to plan and draft texts, and 
revise and edit in response to the feelings and 
ideas expressed by others. 
2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through 
the following means;   sharing in groups, 
working in cooperative groups, using an 
author’s/reader’s chair. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, 
playground games, daily conversations. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
 
 
 
 

 
WRITING 

 
1-J:  Write with developing fluency a 
variety of texts. (Informational: focus 
question, one research question. 
Narrative: realistic fiction, poetry.) 
 

 
 

 
Basal 
Learning Logs 
Writer’s Workshop 
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6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for 
different purposes and audiences.  Examples 
include:  portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
7:4-TLW begin to develop and use a variety of 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating text. 
8:1-TLW identify and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
punctuation; conventional spelling, as well as 
approximations of conventional spelling, 
capitalization. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
10:1-TLW make connections between key ideas 
in literature and other texts in relation to issues 
in their own lives. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or 
group can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:3-TLW organize and interpret information to 
draw conclusions based on their investigation of 
an issue or problem. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions 
based on the investigation of an issue or 
problem.  Examples include:  drawings; 
diagrams; skits; plays; songs; personal or 
creative stories 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own 
texts that help them communicate effectively. 
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12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own 
and others’ texts and make text choices based 
on these qualities. 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:3-TLW begin to plan and draft texts, and 
revise and edit in response to the feelings and 
ideas expressed by others. 
2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
7:4-TLW begin to develop and use a variety of 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating text. 
8:1-TLW identify and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
punctuation; conventional spelling, as well as 
approximations of conventional spelling, 
capitalization. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
1-K:  Construct a complete sentence, 
including:  capitalization; ending 
punctuation. 
 

  
Basal (Daily Language Practice) 
Language Arts Manual 
  (Teacher Section) 
Reading Writing Connection 
Writing Process 
Writers’ Magazine 

 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:3-TLW begin to plan and draft texts, and 
revise and edit in response to the feelings and 
ideas expressed by others. 
2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
 
 
 
 

 
WRITING 

 
1-L:  Use process writing to draw a 
picture and write three related sentences 
of a personal experience story. 
 

  
Language Arts Manual (Teacher 
Section); Reading Writing 
Connection; Writing process 
Writers’ Magazine 
Journal Writing 
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3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
7:4-TLW begin to develop and use a variety of 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating text. 
8:1-TLW identify and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
punctuation; conventional spelling, as well as 
approximations of conventional spelling, 
capitalization. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or 
group can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
1-M:  Select two “best” pieces of writing 
(with teacher direction) for permanent 
portfolio. 
 

  
Writing Portfolio 
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2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through 
the following means;   sharing in groups, 
working in cooperative groups, using an 
author’s/reader’s chair. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for 
different purposes and audiences.  Examples 
include:  portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
7:4-TLW begin to develop and use a variety of 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating text. 
8:1-TLW identify and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
punctuation; conventional spelling, as well as 
approximations of conventional spelling, 
capitalization. 
10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own 
texts that help them communicate effectively. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own 
and others’ texts and make text choices based 
on these qualities. 
12:4-TLW create a collection of personal work 
based on individual and shared standards, 
reflecting on the merit of each selection. 
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2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
7:4-TLW begin to develop and use a variety of 
strategies during the writing process, while 
creating text. 
8:1-TLW identify and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
punctuation; conventional spelling, as well as 
approximations of conventional spelling, 
capitalization. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 

 
WRITING 

 
1-N:  Correctly spell a selected list of high 
frequency words and frequently 
misspelled words used in first grade. 
 

  
Basal 
Language Arts Manual 
Appendix “student” 
   Frequently Misspelled Words 
Phonemic Awareness Book 

 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
3:7-TLW respond to the ideas or feelings 
generated by texts and listen to the responses of 
others. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own 
texts that help them communicate effectively. 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
1-O:  Describe and use effective listening 
and speaking behaviors, such as:  use of 
gestures; appropriate group behavior; 
follow three-step directions. 
 

  
Language Arts⎯Appendix 
Basal 
Modeling 
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12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own 
and others’ texts and make text choices based 
on these qualities. 
 
 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:3-TLW begin to plan and draft texts, and 
revise and edit in response to the feelings and 
ideas expressed by others. 
2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, 
playground games, daily conversations. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
6:4-TLW develop a sense of personal voice by 
explaining their selection of materials for 
different purposes and audiences.  Examples 
include:  portfolios, displays, literacy interviews. 
7:2-TLW monitor their progress while beginning 
to use a variety of strategies to construct and 
convey meaning. 
7:3-TLW reflect on their emerging literacy by:  
setting goals, making appropriate choices. 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
1-P:  Orally share a personal experience 
using clear, concise and sequential 
manner. 
 

  
Language Arts⎯Appendix 
Basal 
Modeling 
Journal⎯write and read 
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10:2-TLW demonstrate their developing literacy 
by using text to enhance their daily lives.  
Examples include:  reading with a parent; 
discussing a favorite text; writing to a friend or 
relative about an experience; creating a visual 
representation of an important idea. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or 
group can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:3-TLW organize and interpret information to 
draw conclusions based on their investigation of 
an issue or problem. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions 
based on the investigation of an issue or 
problem.  Examples include:  drawings; 
diagrams; skits; plays; songs; personal or 
creative stories 
12:1-TLW identify the qualities of their own 
texts that help them communicate effectively. 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
12:3-TLW tell what they like about their own 
and others’ texts and make text choices based 
on these qualities. 
 
 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
1-Q:  Orally read a part from a story, skit, 
play or reader’s theatre demonstrating:  
fluency: expression; volume. 
 

  
Language Arts⎯appendix 
Basal 
Modeling 
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4:5-TLW explore and begin to use language 
appropriate for different contexts and purposes.  
Examples include:  community building, writing 
workshops, science lessons, thank you letters, 
casual conversations, story discussion, 
playground games, daily conversations. 
6:1-TLW identify elements of effective 
communications, such as:  tone of voice, word 
choice, facial expression, punctuation. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
6:3-TLW explore works of different authors, 
speakers and illustrators to determine how they 
present ideas and feelings to evoke different 
responses. 
11:3-TLW organize and interpret information to 
draw conclusions based on their investigation of 
an issue or problem. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions 
based on the investigation of an issue or 
problem.  Examples include:  drawings; 
diagrams; skits; plays; songs; personal or 
creative stories 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 
 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
3:2-TLW begin to read and write fluently, speak 
confidently, listen and interact appropriately in 
situations, and represent creatively through the 
following means;  sharing in groups, working in 
cooperative groups, using an author’s/reader’s 
chair. 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
 
 
 
 

 
RESEARCH 

 
1-R:  Research a topic, in a group, using 
the following sources of information:  
people; books; places; computers 
/technology. Journal response 
 

  
Language Arts manual 
Informational  books 
Internet (teacher) 
Dictionary 
Encyclopedia 
Library 
KWL 
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3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  prior knowledge, context, 
other people, dictionaries, pictures, electronic 
sources. 
6:2-TLW experiment with various voices they 
use when they speak and write for different 
purposes and audiences. 
8:1-TLW identify and use writing mechanics that 
enhance and clarify understanding, such as:  
punctuation; conventional spelling, as well as 
approximations of conventional spelling, 
capitalization. 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
9:1-TLW explore and reflect on universal themes 
and substantive issues from oral, visual and 
written texts.  Examples include:  new 
friendships, life in the neighborhood. 
9:2-TLW identify and categorize key ideas 
concepts, and perspectives found in texts, such 
as:  theme/moral, author’s purpose. 
10:1-TLW make connections between key ideas 
in literature and other texts in relation to issues 
in their own lives. 
10:3-TLW use various texts to identify and 
explore school and community issues and 
problems and discuss how one individual or 
group can make a difference.  Examples include:  
responding orally, artistically or in writing about 
an issue or problem they have studied and/or 
experienced. 
11:1-TLW generate questions about important 
issues that affect them or topics about which 
they are curious, and use discussion to narrow 
questions for further explanation. 
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11:2-TLW identify and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; library classification systems; 
encyclopedias; atlases; word processing 
programs; electronic media. 
11:3-TLW organize and interpret information to 
draw conclusions based on their investigation of 
an issue or problem. 
11:4-TLW develop and present conclusions 
based on the investigation of an issue or 
problem.  Examples include:  drawings; 
diagrams; skits; plays; songs; personal or 
creative stories 
12:2-TLW discuss individual and shared 
standards used for different purposes. 
 
 
3:5-TLW determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words and concepts by using a variety of 
resources, such as:  prior knowledge, context, 
other people, dictionaries, pictures, electronic 
sources. 
8:3-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various informational genre and elements of 
expository text structure convey ideas.  
Examples include:  Genre⎯show and tell, trade- 
books, textbooks, dictionaries.  Text structure⎯  
organizational patterns, major ideas, details. 
8:5-TLW explore how the characteristics of text 
and textual aids convey meaning.  Examples of 
various oral, visual and written texts include:  
videos, CD ROM, books on tape, tradebooks. 
Examples of textual aids include:  illustrations, 
tables of contents, heading/titles. 
11:2-TLW identify and use appropriate and 
available resources for investigating a topic.  
Examples include:  knowledgeable people; field 
trips; library classification systems; 
encyclopedias; atlases; word processing 
programs; electronic media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RESEARCH 

 
1-S:  Locate and use parts of book to find 
information, including:  title page; 
glossary; graphs; table of contents; front 
and back (appendix and index) 
 

  
 
Informational books 
Basal 
M.L.P.P. 
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1:2-TLW develop fluency in reading a variety of 
texts, such as:  stories, poems, messages, 
menus, directions. 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 
8:2-TLW explore how the characteristics of 
various narrative genre and story elements can 
be used to convey ideas and perspectives, such 
as:  character, setting and problem in poetry, 
drama, and folktales. 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-T:  Identify a variety of genre. 

  

 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing wit peers, using context clues. 
3:6-TLW recognize that creators of text make 
choices when constructing text to convey 
meaning and express feelings to an audience, 
such as:  word selection, sentence length, use of 
illustration. 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-U:  Identify author’s use of transitional 
words for sequence of events. 

  

 
2:1-TLW write with developing fluency a variety 
of texts, including:  stories, directions, journals, 
letters, learning logs. 
2:2-TLW recognize that authors make choices to 
convey meaning and influence an audience.  
Examples include:  word selection, sentence 
variety, genre. 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-V:  Identify informational text patterns. 

  

 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
 
 
 

 
WRITING 

 
1-W:  Self-assess qualities of personal or 
other text. 
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1:1-TLW be able to select an appropriate text 
for specific purposes, such as:  enjoyment, 
gathering information, learning new procedures. 
 

 
READING 

 
1-X:  Demonstrate enthusiasm about 
reading. 
 
1-Y:  Choose reading and writing 
activities in free choice time. 

  

 
2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
 
 

 
WRITING 

 
1-Z:  Edit own written text. 
 
1-AA:  Practice using upper and lower 
case letters in handwritten text. 

  

 
3:3-TLW describe and use effective listening and 
speaking behaviors, such as:  use of gestures, 
appropriate group behavior. 
3:1-TLW select and manipulate listening, 
viewing, speaking, reading and writing skills 
appropriate to the purpose and audience.  
Examples include:  using more than one of the 
language arts to create a story, write a poem or 
letter, or to prepare and present a unit project 
on their community. 
 
 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 

 
1-BB:  Follow two-step directions. 

  

 
3:4-TLW use many strategies with teacher 
direction to construct meaning, such as:  
retelling, predicting, generating questions, 
examining picture cues, using phonic analysis, 
discussing wit peers, using context clues. 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-CC:  Ask questions appropriate to text 
for clarification. 

  

 
2:4-TLW begin to edit text and understand 
language conventions.  Examples include:  
actions words, naming words, capital letters, 
periods. 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-DD:  Introduce singular and plural 
nouns, singular possessive nouns, 
inflected endings, contractions, and 
conjunctions. 

  
Teacher resource 
MLPP 

 
1:3-TLW construct meaning using strategies, 
including:  word recognition skills, retelling, 
generating questions, context clues, predicting. 
 
 
 

 
READING 

 
1-EE:  Make progress in recognizing the 
220 Dolch basic sight vocabulary, and 
words in and out of context. 

  
Teacher resource 
MLPP 
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